What is Flamenco?

Flamenco is an individualistic, yet structured folk art from Andalusia, which is often improvised and spontaneous. The song, dance and guitar are blended together by the passionate rhythms of southern Spain which is flamenco's geographical birthplace.

Flamenco is a musical phenomenon that, in spite of its popular roots, survived different periods and trends, and transcends borders and nationalities. It is a living art which has drawn on all kinds of different musical trends influenced by its Moorish, African and gypsy roots resulting in its own unique personality. However, its main characteristic is its relationship with the audience, which participates in an emotional and heartfelt manner. Even when it is the first time that someone approaches this discipline, their feelings are stirred, and it reaches their heart. The distinctive, mysterious quality that makes this happen is known as duende. This is why flamenco is also known as arte jondo (deep art), because it goes deep into one's feelings. 

Gypsies say that Flamenco is in the blood, but Spain's famous poet and writer Fredrico Garcia Lorca, called flamenco one of the greatest inventions of the Spanish people. Others believe that Flamenco isn't anyone's own personal heritage. It was born in Spain, of course, and in Andalucía, to be more precise, but this does not mean that there can't be any good artists outside of this region. In Spain, there are important flamenco artists who are not from Andalucía, and they are also beginning to appear in other countries. Flamenco has crossed borders to reach everybody, and anyone who has a certain degree of sensitivity can come to understand and enjoy it. The only thing that you need to know is that it is a kind of music that must be performed and listened to with the heart. It uses its own vocabulary, which is abstract and poetic, and is used to define this sense of emotion and feeling. Elegance, grace, character and duende (a spirit, representing inspiration or a trance-like condition that has to do with the delivery or expression of flamenco) are the fundamental qualities. 

The bailaor (flamenco dancer) is different from the ballet dancer in that s/he must be able to express him/herself beyond what constitutes the technical aspect, developing the ability to improvise and invent. Once these requirements are fulfilled, each performer becomes unique and unrepeatable. It has been described as an individualist form of dancing, based on improvisation and invention, which requires great concentration and takes place in a limited space. 

