Sevillanas Overview

Sevillanas is believed to be an old Castilian folk dance. It is characterized by its gracefulness and livelines. It is a very popular dance for couples of all ages. You will see it danced frequently by girls in their colorful dresses at the time of the town's feria (fair). The first feria of the year is held in Seville during April and is certainly one of the largest, and each small town in Andalusia prides itself on its own week long festivity. Young couples have the opportunity to court, and older people and children just have fun.

Sevillanas is executed in a series of four coplas (verses or sections), each of which has a different choreography, with a brief interval between them. It has a 3 x 4 time, that’s in three beats. The first beat is strong and the two following ones are weak.

On the last beat of the singing, the music and dancing cease simultaneously and the performers finish off with an elegant pose in cierre (close or end).

The most significant movements are the paseíllos (ceremonial entrance or a series of steps, somewhat like a stroll), pasadas (cross-over with the partners side by side), careos (cross-over with the partners facing each other) and cierre (the emphatic final part of a movement).
Paso (steps) Vocabulary
paso de sevillana / standard sevillana step
pasada / standard passing step
esquinas / corners
vuelta /  a single turn 
cierre / close
pasos cruzados / crossing steps (actually pas de basque)
vuelta izquierda punteando con pie derecho / turn to left then point right foot (towards your partner)
vuelta derecha punteando con pie izquierdo / turn to right then point left foot (towards your partner)
zapateado / footwork (the heavy stuff in the third sevillana)
vuelta izquierda y paso montado pie derecho / left turn and elevate right foot 
vuelta derecha y paso montado pie izquierdo / right turn and elevate left foot 
careos / type of passing step used at end of fourth sevillana
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
First Copla (La Primera)
Sevillana Step (paso de sevillana)
Right flat - step forward with left - touch back toe with right - step back with right, 
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Touch front with left toe - lift left knee bringing it around behind right foot.
           2
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Repeat with Left flat counts 4-6, 1-3
Repeat with Right flat counts 4-6, 1-3
Repeat with Left flat counts 4-6, 1-3
Repeat with Right flat counts 4-6, 1-3
Pasada 

Left foot behind right foot - step to side with right foot - brush left foot,  
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3 walks turning to the right starting and ending with the left foot. 

End facing back stage having made a half circle 1-3
Sevillana 

Starting with the right flat 4-6,1-3
Grapevine (esquinas or corners)
Left foot back - Right foot side - Left foot front counts 4-6 
Right foot point/planta hold 1-3
Right foot back - Left foot side - Right foot front counts 4-6  
Left foot point/planta hold 1-3
Left foot back - Right foot side - Left foot front counts 4-6  
Right foot point/planta hold 1-3
Right foot back - Left foot side - Right foot front counts 4-6 
Left foot point/planta hold 1-3
Pasada 

Left foot behind right foot - step to side with right foot - brush left foot,  
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6
3 walks turning to the right starting and ending with the left foot. 

End facing front stage having made a half circle 1-3
Sevillana 

Starting with the right flat 4-6, 1-3
Pasada 

Left foot behind right foot - step to side with right foot - brush left foot,  
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6
3 walks turning to the right starting and ending with the left foot. 

End facing back stage having made a half circle 1-3
Reverse pasada 

Right foot behind left foot - step to side with left foot - brush right foot,  
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3 walks turning to the left, starting and ending with the left foot. 

End facing front stage having made a half circle 1-3
Reverse pasada left foot 4-6, 1-3
Reverse pasada right foot 4-6, 

Walks 1-5 hold 6

End in prep pose

 Vuelta 
Turn to left 1-3
Cierre

Pose count 4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Second Copla (La Segunda)
1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3
2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6
3 pasos cruzados / crossing steps starting with left golpe/flat, 1 drawing a c shape with right foot 2-3, step back left right left 4-6, Prep
Vuelta turn to left 1-3
1 pasada end facing back stage 4-6, 1-3
1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3
2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6
Zapateado / tiqui tum
1 left toe, right heal-toe-heal, left toe-heal 1-3
1 right toe, left heal-toe-heal, right toe-heal 4-6
1 left toe, right heal-toe-heal, left toe-heal 1-3
1 right toe, left heal-toe-heal, right toe-heal 4-6
1 left toe, right heal-toe-heal, left toe-heal 1-3 Prep 4-6

Vuelta turn to left 1-3
1 pasada end facing front stage 4-6, 1-3

1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6
7 golpe/knee pasos moving in a circle to the right 1-6, Prep
1 final Vuelta turn to left 1-3
Cierre 4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Third Copla (La Tercera)
1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6
vuelta izquierda/ step left 1, pivot turn to left 2-5 

punteando con pie derecha/ touch right foot in 6, out 1-2, in 3, out 4-5, in 6

vuelta derecha/ step right 1, pivot turn to left 2-5
punteando con pie izquierdo/ touch left foot in 6, out 1-3,
1 pasada end facing back stage 4-6, 1-3

1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

Grapevine 4-6 

Left foot back - Right foot side - Left foot front – Right foot point 1, 

remate (right golpe, left double golpe, right golpe) 2-3
Right foot back - Left foot side - Right foot front 4-6 – Left foot point 1,
remate (left golpe, right double golpe, left golpe) 2-3
Left foot back - Right foot side - Left foot front 4-6 – Right foot point 1,
remate (right golpe, left double golpe, right golpe) 2-3
Right foot back - Left foot side - Right foot front 4-6 – Left foot point 1,
remate (left golpe, right double golpe, left golpe) 2-3
1 pasada end facing front stage 4-6, 1-3

1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

1 pasada end facing back stage 4-6, 1-3
continue to walk to the right still facing back stage 4-5
punteando con pie derecho/ touch back right foot in 6, out 1-2, in 3, out 4-5, 
brush right 6, walk to the left 1-5 

punteando con pie izquierdo/ touch back left foot in 6, out 1-2, in 3, step back 4, 
touch front right 5, hold/prep 6
1 final Vuelta turn to right 1-3
Cierre 4
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fourth Copla (La Cuarta)
1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6
vuelta izquierda/ step left 1, pivot turn to left 2-5
paso montado derecho /elevate right leg (Jerisana) 6, 1-2
right knee 3, into grapevine 4-6

vuelta derecha/ step right 1, pivot turn to left 2-5
paso montado izquierdo / elevate left leg (Jerisana) 6, 1-2
left knee 3

1 pasada end facing back stage 4-6, 1-3

1 paso de sevillana 4-6, 1-3

2 steps back 4-5 touch left toe 6 end facing stage left.

careos (passing step) step out with left foot 1, step behind with right planta 2, step front with left 3, turn to left 4-6
pah-de-bas (waltz step) left flat, right brush forward 1-3
repeat right flat, left brush 4-6

careos (passing step) step out with left foot 1, step behind with right planta 2, step front with left 3, turn to left 4-6
repeat  2 more careos end in prep pose 5-6

1 final Vuelta turn to left 1-3
Cierre 4
 VIVA SEVILLA! Y VIVA SEVILLANAS!
